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This report is authored by TASS and the views set out herein are those of the author alone. Every effort has 

been made to include true and correct information to the knowledge of the author on behalf of the Project 

Partnership.  

 

The project was undertaken by: 

 

• The Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme (‘TASS’), which is managed by Sports Aid Trust (the Grant 

Beneficiary), UK (referred to herein as “the Project Coordinator”); and its four “Partners”: 

• The English Football Association (‘The FA’), UK  

• Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (‘AUAS’) – in collaboration with Gehandicaptensport 

Nederland, NL   

• Sport Ireland – in collaboration with the Football Association of Ireland and Vison Sports Ireland, IE 

• Confederação Brasileira de Desportos de Deficientes Visuais (‘CBDV’), BR 

 

collectively referred to herein (in whole or part) as the “Project Partnership” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pic 1: Full group of attendees and organisers of the ‘Creating Insight’ project visit to Royal National College 

for the Blind, Nov 2019 
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a). Overall assessment of the achievement of objectives as compared with the planned objectives as 

described in Annex I 

 

The rationale for the Creating Insight proposal was that despite Europe having 7 of the top 10 nations and 

12 of the top 20 nations in the FIFA World Rankings table, Spain are currently the only European nation to 

feature in the top 10 for the IBSA Blind Football World Rankings (with only 5 European nations in the top 

20). We felt that this indicated a potential lack of knowledge, that blind football practitioners from EU 

nations could learn from the rest of the world. Which in turn, would improve the game in Europe, creating 

role models that can be used to showcase talents, challenge stereotypes and grow opportunities for 

disabled people to participate in sport. 

 

Brazil was identified as the top nation for Blind Football and this project was therefore established to 

create transnational partnerships between Brazil and EU nations. This partnership was sought to facilitate 

skills transfer, learning and cooperation between nations, to enhance the development of disability football 

programmes both inside and outside the EU. The project activity was aimed at coaches, managers and 

athlete development practitioners from the partner countries. The project included one study visit for all 

partners to Sao Paulo, Brazil. A reciprocal study visit was then organised and hosted in the United Kingdom.  

 

This project has allowed us to understand the Brazilian context for their blind football system. In 2010 it 

was estimated that there were more than 6.5 million people with visual impairment in Brazil1. According to 

the then president of the Brazilian Council of Ophthalmology (CBO), Marco Antonio Rey Faria, much of this 

could be avoided, possibly in up to 80% of cases. In Brazil, the numbers of visually impaired and blind 

people are not restricted to the older population as more children will develop sight defects due to 

infection that in other countries might be prevented. In children the causes are congenital cataracts (40-

50%), infection, non-corrected refractive errors (40%) and retinopathy of prematurity. 50% of the known 

cases of congenital cataracts in Brazil are due to infections, for example rubella is the biggest cause2. This 

means that, compared with other European countries, Brazil has a higher proportion of children and young 

people who are visually impaired or blind. This large blind population results in Brazil having 450 B1 

(completely or almost completely blind) athletes and around 70 who classify as B2/B3 (partially sighted). 

The scale is huge and players are organised within 40 teams. The Confederation (CBDV) organises three 

regional championships, The Brazilian Cup and the National Championships. The CBDV also organises 

training for the Brazilian senior team, the U23 and U13 teams. In addition, during Brazil’s Paralympic school 

games earlier this year (2019) there were 60 children in 6 teams participating in blind football. In 

comparison, the UK, who has the most established blind football system of the European project partners 

currently has only three teams and one senior national team, with no age group teams. Across all 

competitions Brazilian blind football had 53 hours of television coverage in 2017 and they have almost 

600,000 Facebook followers. 

 

It is not only Brazil’s population that gives them an advantage, increased funding in Paralympic sport has 

had significant impact, with the ‘Inclusion of People with Disabilities Act 2015’ moving disabled people from 

the margins of society. The Act stated that 2.7% of gross revenue from the federal lotteries should be 

invested in sport, with 63% going to the Olympic Committee and 37% to the Paralympic Committee. This 

has allowed Brazil to create a structured pathway for para-athletes, from grass-roots to high performance. 

Together with the building of the Paralympic Training Centre, which was part of the Rio 2016 Games legacy, 

this indicates government commitment to resourcing para sport for the long term. The Paralympic Training 

 
1 2010 Census, Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics 
2 Community Eye Health: South American Programme: Brazil 2000 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1705987/ 
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Centre enables para athletes and children to come from all over the country to try a variety of sports, while 

also centralising the facilities and the knowledge, making everything accessible. 

 

In Brazil, children can attend regular school or choose from one of several institutions that cater for the 

development of blind children. This is a decision for the child and their family. Blind children are introduced 

to all blind sport – football, goalball and judo – and are able to play all of them until they decide which one 

is best for them. If a particular talent is identified, those children are invited to join a sport-specific school 

where they will receive more training until they can join a club or the U13 team. During Brazil’s Paralympic 

school games in 2019 there were 60 children in 6 teams participating in blind football. 

 

This para sport knowledge is what this project sought to capture, with particular focus on blind football. 

Activities undertaken allowed for learning in the following areas three areas: system and structure, 

technical and tactical, sport science and medicine.  

 

In terms of those over-arching objectives, we believe we have achieved the following, which align with the 

planned objectives as described in annex 1: 

 

✓ We conducted two group mobility exchange visits, first to Brazil and then to the UK. These visits enabled 

participants to discuss their work, and exchange skills, knowledge and good practices, related to the 

development of visually impaired athletes. 

 

✓ We collated the learning from these study visits to form a practical report and created a website 

platform to store all the findings including case studies, templates and guidance for developing visually 

impaired athletes (which is due to go live at the end of February). 

 

✓ We have produced and implemented a framework for further cooperation between nation partners. 

This agreement will lead to further mobility opportunities for the partner networks allowing for 

continued collaboration and sharing of knowledge to support the development of not only blind 

football, but other blind sports too. Discussions are taking place to formalise this into a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) to strengthen the legacy of the project. 

 

✓ Through the implementation of the practical learnings from this visit, opportunities for disabled people 

to participate in the sport of Blind Football are already growing. The UK has been developing a new 

small-sided version of the game to reduce barriers of entry. Ireland and the Netherlands have also been 

exploiting new methods for identifying and engaging participants. 

 

In simple terms, we have collated learnings from the world-leading nation in Blind Football and established 

a framework for continued cooperation to facilitate further development of the sport in Europe. The 

benefits of this are already being experienced, with increased opportunities for disabled people to 

participate in the sport of Blind Football. 
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b). Complete information on all the different activities carried out (qualitative evaluation of the execution 

of all tasks mentioned in Annex I) 

 

This section of the Technical Report attempts to address the various activities that were undertaken by the 

Project Partnership. As far as possible, these are addressed in accordance with the order in which they 

appear – where applicable - in Annex 1 of the Grant Agreement. However, where there has been overlap of 

work and phases of the project, information is provided based on the chronology of the project’s activities 

in order to make the report more comprehensible. 

 

Work Package 1: Orientation 

 

Initial video conference with all partners, acting as a ‘kick-off’ meeting 

 

The first strand of planning encompassed an initial ‘Kick-Off meeting’ very early on in the project, which 

was hosted by TASS and held via Skype on 22nd January 2019. In addition to serving as an initial platform for 

the consideration and reflection of each Partner’s Blind Football systems and environment, this meeting 

presented the opportunity for the Project Partnership to gain a better understanding of the project’s 

practical elements – its key objectives, identified actions and tasks, the project’s administrative and 

financial requirements/perimeters, and communication – both within the Project Partnership and within 

each Partner’s internal networks.  

 

Each of the five organisations of the Project Steering Group had representatives on the call and the 

participants were: 

 

• Colin Allen, TASS, UK 

• Jeff Davies, The FA, UK 

• Cees Vervoorn, AUAS, NL 

• Thomas Res, Gehandicaptensport Nederland, NL 

• Michael McGeehin, Sport Ireland, IE 

• Maira Fiorentino, CBVD, BR 

• Helder Maciel, CBVD, BR 

 

Work Package 2: Set-up study visit 

 

Following the kick-off meeting the next stage was to collate the identified areas of expertise and best 

practise that the mobility study visit was to focus on. The Project Partnership concluded to undertake one 

combined visit. It was felt that this would return greater benefit when compared to multiple smaller visits 

as it allows for interaction between the participants if travelling as a group, which in turn enhances the 

sharing of expertise and forming strong networking relationships.  

 

TASS took the lead on confirming the logistics for the trip from the European side, with CBDV undertaking 

the organising and planning for the group when they arrived in Brazil. It was agreed that the study visit to 

Brazil would take place between 29th May and 8th June 2019. These dates were selected as they coincided 

with the Brazilian national squad training camp and IBSA Blind Football American Championships. CBDV 

prepared a comprehensive programme for the group, combining a variety of learning activities, including 

both observations and classroom-based sessions. The study visit had also been certified by the Federal 

University of Uberlândia, so that each participant also received an accredited certificate. 
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Work Package 3: Study Visits 

 

The study visits to Brazil took place as planned, with the majority of the European delegates arriving in Sao 

Paulo on 30th May 2019. Five participants for each of the European partners were identified for the study 

visit, the participants are listed below. 

 

• Michiel Bloem, WEB Performance, Performance Consultant, NL 

• Thomas Res, Gehandicaptensport Nederland, Officer, NL 

• Rogier van Meggelen, Gehandicaptensport Nederland, Coach, NL 

• Joris van Impelen, Gehandicaptensport Nederland, Coordinator Sport, NL 

• Cees Vervoorn, AUSA, Professor of Top Sport and Education, NL 

• Stephen Bolger, Football Association of Ireland, Ireland Blind Team Coach, IE 

• Adrian Byrne, Sport Ireland Coaching, Coach Education Development Officer, IE 

• Matthew Kearney, Football Association of Ireland, Ireland Blind Team Assistant Coach, IE 

• David Rake, Football Association of Ireland, Football Development Officer, IE 

• Alex Whelan, Vision Sports Ireland, Sport Development Manager, IE 

• Adam Bendall, The FA, Assistant Head Coach for England Blind Football Squad, UK 

• Christina Langley, Manchester Metropolitan University, PhD student and Physiotherapist, UK 

• Ralph Appleby, TASS, National Lead – Practitioner Development, UK 

• Sion Kitson, Sport England, Development Manager (Coaching and Professional Workforce), UK 

• Thomas Bendall, Royal National College for the Blind, Outreach and Events Officer, UK 

 

 
Pic 2: Group session at Brazil Paralympic Training Centre, Sao Paulo, May 2019. 
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The European delegation joined the Brazil participants, listed below, in Sao Paulo. 

 

• Fabio Luiz Ribeiro de Vasconcelos, Head Coach of Brazilian Blind Football Team, BR 

• Josinaldo Costa Souza, Assistant Coach of Brazilian Blind Football Team, BR 

• Alexandre Sergio Silva, Physiologist, BR 

• Halekson Barbosa de Freitas, Physiotherapist, BR 

• Edson Gomes Marinho Junior, Physical Trainer, BR 

• Jose Antonio Freire, President of the CBDV, BR 

• Helder Araujo, Secretary General of the CBDV, BR  

• Maira Fiorentino, Executive Assistant, CBDV, BR 

• David Xavier dos Santos, Associação D'Eficiência Superando Limites, BR 

• Emanuel da Cruz Santos, Centro de Apoio Pedagógico ao Deficiente Visual, BR 

• Diogo de Lima Araújo, Clube de Futebol para Cegos do Pará, BR 

• Eric Douglas Costa Montenegro, Instituto Sul-Matogrossense para Cegos Florivaldo Vargas, BR 

• Paulo David de Carvalho Ferreira, Associação de Deficientes Visuais de Guarulhos, BR 

• Reinaldo Ribeiro da Costa, Associação Souza Filho de Artes Marciais, BR 

• Higor cruz da Silva, Caixa Escolar do Insituto Benjamin Constant, BR 

• Joziane Vulpe Fernandes, União de Cegos Dom Pedro II, BR 

• Jônatas Gomes Costa, Associação do Deficientes Visuais de Parauapebas, BR 

• Glauciene Veras da Silva, Associação de Deficientes Visuais de Guarulhos, BR 

• Grace da Silva, Centro de Prevenção e Reabilitação de Deficiência da Visão, BR 

• Lucas Peixoto Fernandes Guimarães, Associação Mineira do Paradesporto, BR 

• Carol Farias Silva, Associação Satonantoniense de Deficientes Visuais, BR 

• Guilherme de Souza Freitas, Associação Brasiliense de Deficientes Visuais, BR 

• Gabriel Mayr de Oliveira Silva, URECE Esporte e Cultura, BR 

• Andreonni Fabrizius Farias do Rego, Associação Paraibana de Cegos, BR 

• Célia Procopio Duarte, Associação Mineira do Paradesporto, BR 

• Laryssa Walleska Correa Macedo, Centro Desportivo Maranhense de Cegos, BR 

• Fabrício Gomes dos Santos, Associação dos Deficientes Visuais do Estado de Goiás, BR 

• Ana Cecília Moreira Silva, Associação Souza Filho de Artes Marciais, BR 

• Iron Alves Monteiro Junior, Associação dos Deficientes Visuais do Estado de Goiás, BR 

• Leandro Donizete Lamorata Romero, Blind Football Referee, BR 
 

The study programme targeted the following areas. 

  

• Shadowing coaches at training sessions 

• Understanding club structures 

• Understanding player development pathways 

• Talent Identification practices 

• Retention of players in the sport 

• Growing the sport, both in terms of participation and performance 

• Video registration to help coaches understand their behaviour 

• Technical and tactical development 

• Sport science and medicine support for player development (including physiology, physiotherapy and 

nutrition) 
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Pic 3: Selection of training environments at the Brazil Paralympic Training Centre, Sao Paulo, May 2019. 

 

 

Cees Vervoorn (University professor Elite Sport and Education) was impressed with the new Paralympic 

training facility in Brazil and the advantage it brings to sport, stating, “As well as the centralisation of 

disability sport and the critical mass of participants, the extra money has allowed for there to be a team of 

people around the sport. In order to continually develop blind football and the players, there are coaches, 

staff, medical experts, physios, nutritionists and organisers etc. This creates a continual discussion and 

knowledge-sharing on both a practical and theoretical level”. Cees continues “this is completely different from 

the way it is in the Netherlands where blind people are encouraged to join in with activities with sighted 

athletes”.  
 

Joris Van Impelen (Coordinator Sport at Gehandicaptensport Nederland) considered the trip incredibly 

helpful. Like Cees, he saw the benefit of the multi-sport approach, and was also very impressed with the 

knowledge-sharing between coaches from different regions in Brazil. Back in the Netherlands, Joris and his 

colleagues have started discussions on central venues for visual disability sports. 

 

 

A full overview of the programme is shown below: 
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Pic 4: Full Programme for the mobility study visit to Sao Paulo Brazil, May 2019. 
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Work Package 4: Collate Learning 

On returning from the study visit, participants identified their three key learnings. These were 

collated along with the other gathered material from the study visit to begin forming the practical 

report for the project and was used to inform the planning for the return visit of the Brazilian 

delegation to the UK. 

 

All the materials that have been gathered during this project have been collated and hosted on the 

project website. This website will become the platform where these materials can be accessed and 

disseminated to expand the impact and provide a legacy for this project. 

 

 
Pic 5: Brazil Blind Football training session observation at the Brazil Paralympic Training Centre, Sao 

Paulo, May 2019. 

 

Work Package 5: Return event 

 

TASS then organised and hosted a reciprocal visit to the UK. The UK was selected not only because it 

was the project lead country, but also as it is an example of an emerging blind football system, 

ahead of many other European nations, including both other partners (Ireland and Netherlands).  It 

was decided that the focus for the return event would be to reunite representatives from the 

partner countries to continue to share experiences and continue to build relationships that would 

support continued collaboration in the form of a partnership network.  

 

It was agreed that the visit to the UK would take place between 11-17 November 2019.  Multiple 

seminars at various locations were planned, instead of hosting a single seminar event at St. George’s 

Park, the home of the FA in England, as outlined in original the project proposal. This decision was 

made enabling the project participants to experience different environments within the UK and 

allowing for increased opportunities to share knowledge between those involved. Using multiple 

venues also spread the visibility and awareness of the project around the UK which helped with 
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dissemination of the findings. It also facilitated the development of new collaborative partnerships, 

both within the UK and within widening networks across EU and Brazilian practitioners. Brazil valued 

this part of the project and self-funded an additional three places on the study visit to the UK, in 

addition to the five funded places that were available to them. 

 

The following participants took part in the UK study visits: 

 

• Fabio Luiz Ribeiro de Vasconcelos, Head Coach of Brazilian Blind Football Team, BR 

• Josinaldo Costa Souza, Assistant Coach of Brazilian Blind Football Team, BR 

• Alexandre Sergio Silva, Physiologist, BR 

• Halekson Barbosa de Freitas, Physiotherapist, BR 

• Edson Gomes Marinho Junior, Physical Trainer, BR 

• Jose Antonio Freire, President of the CBDV, BR 

• Helder Araujo, Secretary General of the CBDV, BR  

• Maira Fiorentino, Executive Assistant, CBDV, BR 

• Joris van Impelen, Gehandicaptensport Nederland, Coordinator Sport, NL 

• Floor van Lin, Gehandicaptensport Nederland, Sport Development, NL 

• Melanie Klemann, AUAS, Project Coordinator/Junior Researcher, NL 

• Vera Dekkers, AUSA, Researcher, NL  

• David Rake, Football Association of Ireland, Football Development Officer, IE 

• Alex Whelan, Vision Sports Ireland, Sport Development Manager, IE 

• Nick Harrison, Football Association of Ireland, Football for All Development Officer, IE 

• Colin Allen, TASS, National Lead – Operations, UK 

• Ralph Appleby, TASS, National Lead – Practitioner Development, UK 

• Caroline Lievesley, TASS, National Lead – Communication and Marketing, UK 

• Guy Taylor, TASS, National Director, UK 

• James Watkins, The FA, Disability Talent Manager, UK 

• Jonathan Pugh, The FA, Head Coach England Blind Football, UK 

• Will Perkins, The FA, Talent Confirmation Lead, UK 

• Adam Bendall, The FA, Assistant Head Coach for England Blind Football Squad, UK 

• Thomas Bendall, Royal National College for the Blind, Outreach and Events Officer, UK 

• John Lynch, RNC Hereford, Director of Learning, UK 

• Aaron Ford, RNC Hereford, Sports Academy Lead, UK 

• Dylan Malpas, RNC Hereford, Blind Football Coordinator (also England Blind Football Sighted 

Goalkeeper), UK 

• Gareth Bennett, RNC Hereford, Lead Strength and Conditioning Coach, UK 

• Nic Diaper, Loughborough University, Head of Paralympic Sport, UK 

• Richard Allen, Loughborough University, Head of Football, UK 

• Matt Stock, Loughborough University, Football Programme Manager, UK 

• Jamie Barker, Loughborough University/The FA, Senior Lecturer and Sport Psychologist for FA 

Disability Programme 

• Azeem Amir, England Senior Blind Football Player 

• Sonia Yagi, Interpreter, UK 
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The programme consisted of seminars with a mix of practical demonstrations and theory at the 

Royal National College for the Blind in Hereford, Loughborough University, Manchester City 

Academy and St. George’s Park. A full overview of the programme can be found below. 

 

 
Pic 6: Brazil Blind Football strength and conditioning session observation at RNC Hereford, Nov 2019. 

 

 
Pic 7: Exchange of knowledge session delivered by Nik Diaper, Head of Paralympic Sport, 

Loughborough University, Nov 2019.
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. 

  
Pic 8: Full Programme for the mobility study visit to the UK, Nov 2019.
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Work Package 6: Legacy (wrap-up) 

 

We collated the learning from these study visits to form a practical report and are creating a website 

platform to store all the findings including case studies, templates and guidance for developing 

visually impaired athletes. This website platform, once live, will be disseminated across the project 

partners’ national and international networks, alongside promotion by IBSA (International Blind 

Sport Association) to further enhance impact.  

 

The project partners have sought to establish a network of continued collaboration after the project 

has been completed. This partnership has not yet been formalised with MOUs or similar, however an 

informal commitment by the partners to share information, accept exchanges and facilitate 

combined training camps for athletes and practitioners has been made. It is the desire of the group 

to expand this partnership to include other European nations, whilst also involving the International 

Blind Sport Association (IBSA) to help both disseminate the project learnings and expand the 

network. 

 

 
Pic 9: Observation of a Blind Football match hosted at RNC Hereford, Nov 2019. 

 

Stage 7: Dissemination  

 

The Project Partnership did not develop a formalised communication plan. Instead, the need for 

each Partner to disseminate information about the project’s aims, activities and outcomes was 

regularly reinforced through discussion during project conversations. Each Partner was therefore 

deemed to have a responsibility in disseminating relevant information within their own networks 

and channels, and at other events, further afield, to which they were invited. 

 

The project only had one final tangible output which was to gather the knowledge learned to create 

a best practice library containing tools and guidance for the development of structures and athletes 

in blind football. An additional intangible output was the focus of building networks, relationships 

and the framework for continued collaboration and sharing of information. It was felt that ad-hoc 

discussion between colleagues and impromptu references to experiences shared during the project’s 
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Orientation and Mobility Exchange visits were just as valuable (if not more so) than published 

reports/news, given the personal accounts of experiences and the influence on Partners’ 

consideration of their own practices – which was an aim of the project. The blind football 

development community in Europe, while developing, remains relatively small and it is therefore 

believed that getting relevant information to the right people could be achieved effectively through 

existing network channels. 

 

 
Pic 10: Observation of a physiology demonstration at the Brazil Paralympic Training Session, May 

2019. 

 

David Rake (Football Development Officer at Football Association of Ireland) was impressed with 

the range of sports that the young people and children were able to try. ‘There are cross-discipline 

clubs providing regular opportunity to sample different sports. In many cases in Ireland, people may 

not have these opportunities until adulthood’. In addition to the Paralympic centre, Brazil organise a 

school Paralympics, further boosting participation and aspiration. 

 

For David Rake, the learnings have been clear. In Ireland he would like to see more integrated sports 

clubs, where there is greater opportunity to try different sports, rather than the athlete specialisation 

that tends to take place now. Ideally, more team sports (not just football) could be developed. David 

thinks that more development opportunities should be created for children and the wider disability 

profile, particularly those with sight deprivation. He would like to see pathways for children to excel 

to the best of their abilities and wants opportunities beyond sport, so it doesn't stop with a medal or 

performance at an event.   

 

Thomas Bendall (Outreach and Events Officer at Royal National College for the Blind) was surprised 

with the identification of young players and their introduction to Blind Football in Brazil. “They look 

to identify players at a young age (8-10 years old) and let them try all sports. Once a player reaches 

an age, they are signposted to certain sports. This is linked in with a school for the visually impaired 

that they have partnership with. A player would then be introduced to a local club.” In contrast, in 

the UK, the typical age that an individual might be introduced to blind football is 15.  
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c). Overall assessment of the results of the action: 

 

We believe that there was substantial work and commitment undertaken to complete all the 

activities outlined in Annex I and drive this project forward. Partners have been able to experience 

the approaches of other Partners’ blind football systems and use this opportunity to reflect on their 

own offering and consider where adaptations could be made to improve their delivery. 

 

We have achieved some pleasing results, which have been extensively reflected upon as a means for 

shaping future cooperation and exchanges of information, which was the ultimate aim of the 

project. In particular, we have been able to achieve/learn the following;  

 

1. A transnational agreement for cooperation and mobility opportunities between project partners 

was established at the beginning of the project.  

 

2. Learning materials from visits, including models, case studies, framework, coaching activities / 

drills, talent identification screening, behaviours (for both athletes and coaches) have been collated 

into a website of best practice resources for developing visually impaired athletes. 

 

3. A virtual launch of the website will take place once the website goes live (due to be completed 

end of February 2020) to facilitate the dissemination of learning and share ideas. 

 

4. Structures have been established for continued partnerships and plans to advertise this 

collaboration to other nations to expand the network by attracting new partners.  

 

Sustainability will primarily be achieved in three areas: 

 

All project learning has been collated in the form of a best practice ‘toolkit’, which will be available 

on a project website (when launched at the end of February 2020). This will ensure that the findings 

can be retained and continue to be disseminated. 

 

A framework for further cooperation between nation partners following the end of the project has 

been sought, this could also be offered out to other nations, that did not originally participate, 

resulting in improved mobility opportunities, for a larger partner network. Discussions are currently 

taking place to formalise this into a MOU between partners to continue the development of blind 

football and other Paralympic sports, with further visits to partner countries being explored. Brazil 

are also keen to learn from the European partners in other areas of athlete development, 

particularly dual career support for student-athletes, which will provide further prospects for 

collaboration. 

 

The implementation of learning from this project will facilitate the creation of disabled role models. 

As European Blind Footballers develop to compete at higher levels on the world stage, there will be 

more opportunities to showcase talents, helping to challenge stereotypes and grow opportunities 

for disabled people to participate in sport. This will lead to support for the social dimension of the 

Directorate General for Education and Culture activity in the field of sport.  
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We would like to recommend that the project partners seek to work with IBSA to find and focus 

resources to support the continued development of blind football in Europe, specifically to support 

work in developing infrastructures, rather than one off projects. 

 

 

Pic 11: Observation of a Brazil Blind Football training session at the Brazil Paralympic Training 

Session, May 2019. 

 

 

What motivates those involved in blind football in Brazil to be partners with like-minded 

organisations in Europe is the desire we have to contribute with the development of blind football in 

the world, so that it becomes an increasingly competitive sport that can transform society and 

athletes' lives, creating opportunities for them to develop and conquer their space in society through 

sport.  

In addition, TASS is an institution that does good work to ensure that the athlete can be educated 

and develop themselves in the sport. Brazil has a lot of experience to contribute to the development 

of the sport and also has a lot to learn from TASS and other partners in Europe to create more 

opportunities for its athletes. 

(Maíra Fiorentino, Executive Assistant at CBDV) 
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d). A set of all published material (CD, DVD, publication, reports, photographs, brochures, press 

releases…). 

 

As indicated in the Dissemination section (pages 30-35), whilst work was undertaken to raise 

awareness of the project’s activities and legacy, this was predominantly informal and/or verbal 

presentation and discussion between colleagues and associates or at conferences, which is more 

difficult to quantify; external publications were very limited in number. This project concerned 

sharing information to build relationships and frameworks for future learning and mobility in order 

to convey best practice and its information therefore concerned a relatively niche, targeted 

audience. 

 

However, the following items are included as those published in respect of the project: 

I. An overview of the project, in the form of a practical learning report. 

II. An overview of the participants’ key learning take-aways from the Brazil study visit. 

III. A set of presentations, videos and reference documents from the Brazil study visit, collated 

onto the project website (due for launch at the end of the February). 

IV. Full programme from the Brazil Mobility Study Visit 

V. Full programme from the UK Mobility Study Visit. 

VI. News items published via the TASS website. 

VII. News item published on the Gehandicaptensport Nederland website (translated to English 

using Google Translate). 

VIII. News item published on the CBDV website (translated to English using Google Translate). 

 

 
Pic 12: Group picture after a Blind Football session for some of the participants at the Brazil 

Paralympic Training Session, May 2019. 


